[image: image1.png]nnnnnn





Local Hospitals Raise Objections as Sloan-Kettering Plans a Westchester Expansion
By ANEMONA HARTOCOLLIS

October 5, 2011

Local hospitals in Westchester County and New York City’s other northern suburbs are locked in a battle with a huge Manhattan-based cancer center as it looks to increase its presence in the affluent suburban market. 

On one side is Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center, which wants to set up a free-standing cancer treatment center in Harrison, N.Y., a few minutes from Scarsdale, where the median family income has been about $230,000 a year over the last few years, according to the Census Bureau. 

On the other side are the community hospitals in the suburbs, which say that if the treatment center is built, they will lose their most affluent, well-insured patients to Memorial’s national marketing clout and reputation, even if they provide the same level of care. 

Both sides are furiously lobbying Albany, where the state health commissioner will make the ultimate decision, based on the recommendation of a planning council that is meeting Thursday. 

The community hospitals compare Memorial to Wal-Mart or Barnes & Noble, a behemoth able to overwhelm local businesses. 

“This is a franchise strategy,” Kevin Dahill, president of the Northern Metropolitan Hospital Association, said in an interview this week. “This is taking your status, in this case Memorial Sloan-Kettering based in Manhattan, and going out to very attractive suburban areas and setting up what I would characterize as a franchise operation.” 

But Victor Ribaudo, executive director of Memorial Sloan-Kettering’s regional care network, said Wednesday that rather than trying to hurt or compete with local hospitals, Memorial was just seeking to meet a need. 

“We think that just the location is going to attract quite a few patients who otherwise would have come into Manhattan in the first place,” Mr. Ribaudo said. 

The State Health Department’s staff has recommended approval, saying there are enough cancer cases in the area to support another center and noting that Memorial already draws many patients from the suburbs. Mr. Ribaudo said that in the six suburban New York and Connecticut counties that the center would draw patients from, there were more than 18,000 new cancer cases in 2010, and that since cancer predominantly affects older people, that number will only grow as the population ages. 

The new center would open in 2015 in Harrison, which borders White Plains and is a short drive away from Scarsdale and Greenwich, Conn. Memorial plans to spend $140 million to install the center in a 100,000-square-foot office building. 

The center would provide outpatient chemotherapy, radiation, pain management and imaging, but not surgery, which would still be performed at Memorial’s Upper East Side hospital. 

Memorial has set up similar centers in Basking Ridge, N.J., and Commack, on Long Island, also relatively affluent suburbs. 

The local hospitals that would be most affected by the new facility would be White Plains Hospital, Hudson Valley Hospital Center, Lawrence Hospital Center, Northern Westchester Hospital and Westchester Medical Center. 

“Clearly they want to be in Westchester County because of the attractiveness of the demographic,” Mr. Dahill, the hospital association president, said. “We think that’s an issue that should be debated.” 

Memorial officials denied that the demographics were a factor. “There are certainly affluent parts of those counties,” Mr. Ribaudo said. “But they are mixed. There are rural and urban areas as well.” 

Mr. Dahill suggested that if Memorial was allowed to proceed, other hospitals would follow suit by opening free-standing cardiac care or orthopedic centers, taking more patients from local hospitals. He said the income that those patients provided was essential to subsidize less profitable operations like emergency rooms, asthma treatment and care for the elderly and the poor. 

Memorial has projected that the new treatment center would attract about 380 patients in its first year, growing to a maximum of 750 patients within 10 years, which Mr. Ribaudo said would still leave many patients to be treated by local hospitals. 
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